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1. 	 We believe that there is only one God, Creator of heaven and earth, who exists eternally in three equal persons – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

2. 	 We believe that the Old and New Testament Scriptures are the inspired Word of God, written under the guidance of the Holy Spirit without error in 

	 the words of the original documents and providentially preserved as the supreme authority for faith and life.

3. 	 We believe that human beings were specially created by God to be perfect bearers of His image, but that through sin they alienated themselves 

	 from Him. Consequently, they have inherited a nature incapable of pleasing God and have incurred the certainty of physical death and the 

	 prospect of eternal punishment. 

4. 	 We believe that Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God and second person of the Godhead, is the Word made flesh.  He was conceived by the Holy 	

	 Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He is therefore fully divine and fully human.

5. 	 We believe that Jesus Christ, being without sin, died as the substitute for sinful humanity, and that His death is sufficient both to satisfy the justice 

	 of an offended holy God and to reconcile sinners to Him. We believe that Jesus Christ was raised from the dead bodily and ascended in that form 

	 into heaven, where He sits at the right hand of the Father, and is presently interceding for His own as High Priest and Advocate.

6. 	 We believe that sinners are justified by faith alone, forgiven, reconciled to God, kept by Him, and granted eternal life as a gift of His grace, which 

	 they receive by faith alone in the crucified and risen Savior, Jesus Christ. We believe that all who trust Him are born of the Holy Spirit and thereby 

	 become the children of God.

7. 	 We believe that the Church is the body of Christ inaugurated by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, and consists solely of those who have trusted Jesus 

	 Christ for salvation. We believe that its members are indwelt by the Holy Spirit from the moment of conversion and are enabled by Him to glorify 

	 the Lord Jesus by living godly lives, strengthening one another, and making disciples throughout all nations.

8. 	 We believe that Jesus Christ will return to the earth personally and physically to receive His people into His presence, to bring judgment on an 

	 unbelieving world, and to establish His sovereign rule of righteousness and peace over the earth.  We believe His coming could occur at any time. 

9. 	 We believe that both believers and unbelievers will be raised from the dead bodily, believers to conscious eternal blessedness in God’s presence 

	 and unbelievers to conscious eternal punishment and separation from Him.



COMMUNITY LIFE COVENANT	 	

		 Cairn is an academic community of Christian students, faculty, and staff.  As such, and in keeping with the mission and vision of the 

University, members of the Cairn community are to exhibit biblical wisdom and Christian maturity regarding their personal conduct and behavior 

toward others.  They should be sensitive regarding the testimony of their personal lives in representing the Lord Jesus Christ, His Church, and the 

University.  Members of the University community should live according to 1 Corinthians 10:31: “Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”

		 Christian community involves covenantal responsibility and mutual obligation to one another as members of one body living together 

before a righteous and holy God.  Therefore, members of the University community are to be guided by biblical admonitions to demonstrate 

Christian love and concern for others, honesty, fairness, justice, kindness, forgiveness, mutual edification, self-control, deference, respect, and social 

responsibility toward one another and all people.

		 Because Christian community exists in social and cultural context, members must be careful to demonstrate civility and respect for those 

with whom they disagree, while exercising wisdom in evaluating the ideas and activities of others.  Christians living in harmony share a deep concern 

for the Body of Christ, defer to one another, reason together, and express genuine Christian love, as outlined in Romans chapter fourteen.

GRADUATE STUDENT STANDARDS OF CONDUCT

	 The following standards apply to all University students while enrolled in the graduate programs at Cairn.  These standards are established 

on the bases of state and federal laws, biblical teaching, and University policy and tradition.  Students registered in dual-level programs are classified as 

traditional undergraduate students regarding standards of conduct.  The administration is responsible to, and reserves the right to exercise judgment 

in interpreting and enforcing these standards and all matters related to them based upon the totality of the circumstances. 

1.  University students are subject to the responsibility of academic integrity which demands honesty and giving credit to the proper sources.

2.  Hazing is classified as a crime by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; the University will not allow this type of activity.  Hazing is defined as any 

	 type of initiation process which includes actions that may potentially cause bodily harm, physical exhaustion, personal embarrassment, loss of 

	 dignity, emotional trauma, or mental duress. 

3.  Harassment or discrimination against others on the basis of race, national origin, age, sex, or handicap is not tolerated.  Intimidation and violence 

	 through words or action are prohibited.  This includes but is not limited to threats, verbal attacks, vandalism, stalking, acts of hatred and physical 

	 attack.

4.  Students are to be highly selective in their choices of entertainment.  Biblical standards and discernment should serve as guidelines in making 

	 personal decisions.  Pornographic materials, including electronic media and sexually explicit internet sites and email are not to be viewed, 

	 possessed, distributed, or transmitted on or away from campus. 

5.  Cairn affirms the biblical teachings that a sexual relationship is intended only within a heterosexual marriage of husband and wife.  Students are to 

	 abstain from any type of sexual activity or immoral relationship outside of the marriage of a man and a woman.

6.  Tobacco, alcohol, illegal drugs, including illegally obtained prescription drugs, and gambling are prohibited on campus.  All state and federal laws 

	 concerning these are to be strictly observed. 

Community Life Covenant and
Graduate Standards of Conduct
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